GOEDGEDACHT

Grateful Thanks!
It is an ongoing source of wonder to us that we have so many amazingly generous friends and
supporters who seemingly appear from nowhere and, without hesitation, throw their lot in with us to
enable the magic to begin. Space constraints prevent us from mentioning all of you by name but we
really must say a special 'Thank You' to:
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Tony Sellmeyer who has travelled from Cape
Town twice a week for the past nine months to
oversee the building of our magnificent new POP
youth centre at Riebeek West. He has borne the
burden (who needs it!) of getting quotes, looking
for discounts, panicking over late supplies,
sending back faulty material, checking the weekly
wage bill, promptly paying our suppliers and
getting the building in budget. Tony, you are truly
a man in a million!

Dear Friends,
Two words to describe the past year at Goedgedacht? BUSY and EXCITING. We have tried to capture on
the other side of this page what it feels like to work at Goedgedacht. There is a constant stream of
activity. People fly in from all over the place, regular busloads of guests, mainly children, arrive to stay,
groups from community organizations come to workshops and conferences, donors come to consider
projects, friends and well‐wishers pop in to say hello and some arrive who just want to get away from
the big city and have a day in the country. We love visitors, and remember the magic words
“Goedgedacht belongs to all of us.” Of course we must look after this lovely old farm, treat it with
respect and make sure that all that we do here goes to helping the communities around us live happier,
more fulfilling lives. You are always most welcome at Goedgedacht so come to enjoy the scenic beauty,
have a picnic, wander around the olive groves and please don’t forget to walk our Cool World Climate
Change Path!
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With Love,

Front row : Shawn Whitehead, Alexis Markus, Miemie Markus, Anna Smit, Elvonia van der Merwe, Nazlie Liebenberg, Jo Schrickker, Kerry Spooner, Catherina Daniels, Trudie Scholtz, Elizabeth Karolus,
Maria Meloy, Sandra Albertus, Salome de Bruin, Leticia Johnson.

P.S. We have written part of the report in a Question and Answer style,
hopefully asking the questions you would like to ask but perhaps refrain from
doing so because you are too polite or diffident about seeming to be critical.

Second row : Mollie Thomas, Dolores Solomons, Marihetta Appollis, Joan Lameyer, Karlina Heynse, Janice Hopley, Anna Pietersen, Anne Templeton, Ingrid Lestrade, Graham Wilson, Sanna Cloete,
Johanna de Bruin, Leonie Engelbrecht, Azert Basson, Magrieta Scholtz, Rozelle Karolus, Ralie Douglas.
Third row : Peter Templeton, Felicity Harrison, Diona Amerika, Florida Marshall, Anthea Liebenberg, Juan Snyders, Jeanne Thomas, Estelle Liebenberg, Carli de Bruin, Irene Snyders, Rachel Beukes,
Gertruida Smit, Ntombi Twaku, Elizabeth Amerika, Carmen Amerika, Yvonne Koeberg, Karen Hendricks.
Fourth row : Selina Kleinsmith, Edwin Timotheus, Andries Pieters, Dawid Cloete, Baronise Cupido, Robert Templeton, Sandra Mason, Karools Wilskut, Jacobus de Bruin, Edlyn van der Westhuizen,
Niklaas Kok, Ryan Horn, Magdalene Isaacs, Gertrude van der Westhuizen.

Is Goedgedacht confusing movement for progress? Is anyone
measuring the quality of the work? What impact is Goedgedacht
having on the lives of those they are trying to help?

Back row : Simone Olivier, John Annandale, Joseph Ruiters, Deon van der Westhuizen, Andrew Max, Ralph Markus, Karel Bokser, Melvin Swartz, Dawid Fortuin, Japhta Nero, Pieter Brand, Jafta Hendricks,
Jon Hookins, Andries Dirks, Hilton Johnson, Janielle Liebenberg, Arend Jordaan.
Absent : Mary Lack, Marieta Jooste, Project 90x2030, Desire Jackson.

Let’s try and answer these questions by looking at our
Path Out of Poverty youth programme (POP).

On the 23rd of February this year, Professor Rachel Thibeault and a team from the University of Ottowa
came to South Africa with the sole purpose of evaluating our programme for children and youth.
Backed up by a group of development experts in Canada, they stayed 8 days and examined every part of
POP. They asked all the difficult questions and looked at our records and reports going back in time.
Their verdict? “Excellent programme, in line with best development practice around the world and
conforms to the Community Based Rehabilitation Matrix used by UNESCO, WHO and ILO”.
We were over the moon at this affirmation that we are going in the right direction. But apart from
giving us a positive report, Professor Thibeault and her team have agreed to monitor the POP
programme for the next ten years and, I might add, at their own expense. We are very excited about
this partnership – what a wonderful gift it is. It will keep us on our toes, constantly striving to do better
and to maintain best practice standards.
The POP programme has leaped forward this year. Thanks to the amazing generosity of the Pretoria
Portland Cement Company who provided all the funding, we were able to build and open our third POP
centre – this time in Riebeek West – see photo below. It was beautifully designed by Geoff George,
project‐managed by Tony Sellmeyer and built by a team of workers led by Kosie Mouton.
The National Lottery has likewise agreed to fund the building of a new, bigger POP youth centre
adjacent to our pre‐school at Goedgedacht and work on preparing the site has already begun. This will
be a multi‐purpose centre with additional specialist training courses for young people from different
local communities whom we have identified as potential leaders. There are several schools overseas
that wish to help us with this task and, of course, we will draw on local talent as well.
We are also getting a slow but steady stream of enquiries from other communities, even as far away as
Namibia. We have recently met with local authority councillors from five more local communities
seeking our help to set up POP centres in Abbotsdale, Koringberg etc. Our message is always the same,
“Come and spend time with us, have a critical look at the work we do and please take what you need
to replicate POP in your own community. We'd be happy if our ideas were used somewhere else!
Stay in touch and let’s learn from each other. Let us never lose sight of our goal to get rural children
out of poverty and on the road to health, prosperity and happiness.”

Q:

I can’t see any change in the weather, so why is climate so
important? Why should Goedgedacht bother about this topic
if it is not a social issue and has nothing to do with poverty?

Yes, there are scientists who say that what we are experiencing is part of a natural cycle of
climate change and nothing to be concerned about, but this does appear to be a minority
view. Most scientists seem to be in agreement that the earth's temperatures are rising due to
carbon emissions from our ever increasing use of fossil fuels, that this is having an adverse
impact on our weather now and, if not addressed soon, may prove irreversible and threaten our very
existence in the long term. Because it is the marginalised and the very poor everywhere who will be
first and most at risk from the changes that extreme heat and inconsistent rainfall will bring, we at
Goedgedacht feel it is important to do all in our power to contribute to the debate on how to confront
and reduce this threat. We believe it is vital to alert the next generation to the dangers of uncontrolled
carbon emission and to promote the use of renewable energy. We do this in several ways.

A:

Top of the list is our 90x2030 Project with its
head office in Cape Town and branches in
Johannesburg and Durban. Brenda Martin leads
a team of skilled and dynamic individuals who do a superb job of making South Africans conscious of
the need to review and change their energy using habits. (Please visit www.90x2030.org.za)
The past year saw the beginning of an exciting collaboration with
Natural Balance to produce ‘Wonder Bags’ for safe, energy‐free
cooking. Janis Lane and her team of 15 skilled seamstresses are
producing around 2,000 of these attractive, shwe‐shwe carbon‐cutting
bags per month. Every home
should have one!

We built the Cool World Climate Path at Goedgedacht, which
complements the Fresh Organix vegetable gardens here, to offer
school children and farmers an interactive way of learning about
and facing the challenges consequent to climate change.

Take a tour!

Don’t get into a car when a bike ride can do! We continue to promote the use of bicycles and have two
repair shops run by graduates from our POP programme. We also have a solar park, two biodigesters,
solar water heaters on all our buildings and 12,852 olive trees energetically absorbing carbon all of the
time. We do need to do more however and would welcome any suggestions as to how we can achieve
our long term goal to make Goedgedacht carbon neutral.
SUPPORT THE WORK OF THE TRUST

Give The Gift of Life
Breaking News !!

Above – The newly completed POP Centre
in Riebeek West will offer the full POP

Our newest
POP Youth Centre
will be built soon
in Kalbaskraal.
Follow progress
on our website!

programme. It includes facilities for a gym
and trauma counselling for victims of abuse.

The Travel Industry Charity Event (TICE) who
made us the recipient of their fundraising efforts
for 2010.
The F.C. Robb Foundation who sponsor our
picture book comic which goes out to 20,000
farm workers every month.
The Valentine Trust (yes, you are correct, it was
established on St Valentine’s day many years ago)
who support the Riebeek Kasteel POP centre,
Suiderkruis.

Suzanne Ackerman of Pick n Pay who has been a
tremendous help in opening market possibilities
for our products and capitalising on the real
desire in South Africa to see the lives of rural
children transformed.

Thank you and bless you all.

A:

The Solstice Foundation who made us one of
their charities for 2010 and contributed towards
the purchase of a beautiful new tractor.

The heroines of COOP (Cycle Out Of Poverty), a
group of energetic young mothers who have got
on their bicycles and raised several hundreds of
thousands of rands over the past two years for
our POP centres.

Our two main programmes, The Path Out of Poverty (POP) and the Climate Change projects had a
wonderful, growth‐filled year. Read more about them elsewhere in this report. There have been plenty
of highlights and one or two minor 'lowlights' (sorry about the raffle – we promise we won’t do that
again in a hurry although I must say it was very successful and has helped us do many essential repairs
to old and venerable buildings!). Overall though it’s been a great year, thanks in large measure to a
dedicated and gifted staff, some amazing volunteers and generous donors who have been so keen to
see the work that we do prosper and expand.

Q:

The Eskom Development Foundation who
assisted our efforts to make our work
sustainable.

You can help

When it comes to giving a gift,
we have the perfect answer for you!

Riebeeksrivier
Pre‐School
every time you buy goods
at Woolworths and

A Goedgedacht Olive Tree

other selected stores.

For more information contact Jeanne Thomas at: Goedgedacht Trust PO Box 458 Malmesbury 7299.
E-mail: jeannegoedgedacht@telkomsa.net Phone: +27 (0) 22 482 4369

Jan and Franke Dekker of Holland who give us a
substantial annual donation and in addition
ensured that Goedgedacht was registered in
Holland so that Dutch donors can now get tax
relief on their gifts to us.

Fax: 086 655 5211

A small card makes
a BIG difference!

The Provincial
and
Local
Government
Departments we work with, namely, the
Departments of Social Development, Education
and Agriculture who stand with us as partners in
the fight against rural poverty.

Donald Perrott who swam the English Channel. I
think even he was astonished at the enthusiasm
of his friends and the amount he raised for us.

Visiting schools from the United Kingdom and
Help the Rural Child who have generously
contributed to the running costs of the POP
centres.

The Pretoria Portland Cement Company and the
National Lottery who have respectively provided
the funds to build the most recently opened
Riebeek West POP Centre and the building of a
new, larger youth centre at Goedgedacht which
will also house the Rural Youth Leadership
Training Centre.

Misereor for supporting the expansion of POP,
Distell for supporting our health project,
YouthConnected in Australia, and The DG
Murray Trust and Breadline Africa for their
support of our educational support programme.
And finally, we want to thank
our Regular Donors, who are enormously
generous in their response to our endless
requests for help. Thank you all!

The Nelson Mandela Children’s Fund, consistent
funding partners for many years, who helped us
especially in the roll‐out of our POP model to
other rural communities.

Forum for Social Reflection
Over the past year the Forum has continued to be a place for honest, frank and
searching discussion about local and national issues. While there is much to
celebrate in South Africa’s transition to democracy, we are aware that we cannot take the gains for
granted. 2010 will probably be best remembered, and rightly so, for our country’s successful hosting of
the Soccer World Cup. But this was overshadowed in part by a growing disquiet about the tenor of
public discourse and ongoing reports of maladministration and corruption within all sectors of our
society.
The Forum's programme covered a diverse array of topics which included Water, Education, the
Promotion of Access to Information Bill, and Who is Governing South Africa? Reports on these
discussions are available on our website (www.goedgedachtforum.co.za). We gratefully acknowledge
the support of our funders Misereor and The Open Society Foundation of South Africa and with their
continued assistance look forward to carrying on our contribution to a culture of open, vibrant and
productive dialogue during 2011.

Goedgedacht Conference Centre
Our Conference Centre hosted a wide range of activities and groups in the past year and has become a
favourite venue for weddings, retreats, workshops and debates. Janet Perrott’s monthly Open Days
introducing new friends to Goedgedacht's work have been greatly enjoyed by us all. Pieter Brand, the
Conference Centre Manager, never stops and the Centre's success in generating income is due to him
and his tirelessly hard‐working team.

Future Plans
Our most important plan is to be self‐sustainable.
At the beginning it was our dream to build a unique and self‐sustainable development organization and
in the almost twenty years that Goedgedacht Trust has been in existence we have not lost sight of this
goal. We are aiming to generate sufficient income from our growing conference centre and olive
product businesses to cover the costs of our community programmes. However it is always difficult to
find the balance between meeting and expanding our services to disadvantaged children and paying for
those services from our own resources. Perhaps we will never get the balance perfect or permanent,
but we are continuing to try.
The thousands of people who have bought olive trees at Goedgedacht are part of this vision too. We
look after 12,852 olive trees on 35 hectares. These trees could last for hundreds of years if cared for and
in doing so will serve the community in a very special way for generations to come. If we get this right
then we will pass down a legacy of caring that will outlive the founders of this organisation and give our
supporters a sense of being part of something as enduring and as it is worthwhile.

Financial Summary
Summary of Financial Information
for the Year March 2010 to February 2011
Total Income
Programme & Project Funding
Income Generated
Goedgedacht Centre
Interest & Dividends Received
less Expenditure
Programmes & Administration
Administration & Grants
Goedgedacht Centre
POP Programmes
(incl Education, Pre‐School, Health, Youth, Sport,
Safe Houses, Bursaries and Community Outreach)
GOFA (Goedgedacht Olive Farmers' Association)
Olive Programme
Brickmaking & Organic Vegetables
Fundraising
Climate Change Crops Programme
Capital Projects
Retreat House at Goedgedacht Centre
Surplus for the Year

Plant an Olive Tree

Our wonderful friends in Holland, Kinderfonds
Mammas, who will be supporting our work with
very vulnerable children.

Banking Details
R 9 758 604

7 350 072
2 027 647
380 885
R 9 746 939
9 402 645
1 993 640
1 531 856
4 538 920

Account Name: The Goedgedacht Trust
Bank: The Standard Bank of South Africa
Branch: Mowbray
Branch Code: 02 49 09
SWIFT Code: SBZA ZA JJ
Account Number: 07 134 9278
______________________________

Auditors
BDO SA Inc.,
Postnet Suite 52, Private Bag 21
Howard Square 7450
Trust Registration Number: T965/93
Non‐Profit Organisation Number: 006/582
Public Benefit Organisation No. 930 001 106
VAT No. 4730142900
______________________________

131 348
235 987
73 573
396 285
501 037
344 295
344 295

BBBEE
Goedgedacht is rated as a Level 4
Contributor (‘A’ Status) in terms of BBBEE
by SERA BEE Verification Agency (W Cape)
Cert. SERA CT 107 / 07 / 11

R 11 665

How to Contact Us

Our Partner

THE GOEDGEDACHT TRUST
P.O. Box 458 Malmesbury 7299
South Africa.
Tel. + 27 (0)22 482 4369
Fax Number: 086 655 5193
E‐Mail: goedgeda@iafrica.com
Web: www.goedgedacht.org.za

GROW PEACE
PATH OUT OF POVERTY
is a project of Grow Peace, a charity
registered in the UK, No. 1091687,
27 Lower Brook St, Ipswich
IP4 1AQ. Tel. 0044 1473 287437.
www.pathoutofpoverty.org

GROW PEACE
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