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Dear Friends of Goedgedacht,
It’s Annual Review time again. Time to tell you about a great year and share our plans for the future.
Our beautiful cover by artist Sue Beattie says it all. We’re aiming to put 10 000 rural children onto our Path out of Poverty
(POP) Programme from 10 POP youth centres over the next 10 years, supported by a further 10 000 olive trees planted at
Goedgedacht farm, one tree for each child. There are some big dreamers amongst us !!
This past year has seen us starting to build the team that will take this dream forward. After leading the POP project for eight
years the Trustees have appointed Ingrid Lestrade as Co‐director of the Goedgedacht Trust with Peter. I will still be here to
back them up and Ingrid will lead the POP expansion programme. We have been delighted to welcome Jeremy Maarman
from Eendekuil as Co‐ordinator of the POP programme at Goedgedacht. Goedgedacht’s POP centre will remain the “mother
programme’ and will be the place where staff for the new POP centres will be trained.
In this report we’ll show you pictures of POP Centre No.2, the Suiderkruis POP youth centre at Esterhof/Riebeek Kasteel and
we’ll tell you about our efforts to raise the money to buy land at Riebeek West for POP Centre No.3 .
th
We started off this year with a huge bang, celebrating the 10 birthday of the POP Programme together with 600 farm work‐
ers and their children on our beautiful ‘field of dreams’. A joy‐filled day, picturing so well our role as the ‘midwife’ in helping
this very poor farming community give birth to a new generation of confident and bright‐eyed young people.

Leadership is passing to the next
generation – Ingrid and Annie.

We also want to show you how the children on the POP programme have come this past year to understand the
concept of ‘servant leadership’, giving back something of what they have received to others.
Other pictures will show you how our youth and groups of youngsters from schools overseas have benefited from
working and playing together in a programme of horizontal exposure.
While concentrating on children we continue to put time and energy into the next most important thing for our
future – climate change. Brenda Martin the Director of Project 90x2030 has had a brilliant year. Her project has
gone national and she now has climate change clubs all over the country. Her website gets 25,000 hits a month
and is well worth a visit: see www.90x2030.org.za .
Our 3Cs’ project (Climate Change Crops) team is building a climate change walk at Goedgedacht taking in all our
different carbon and energy saving efforts. Here you will be able to learn something about climate hardy plants
and meet the ‘carbon crunching’ Spekboom which we have planted in large numbers.
And at last we have fresh vegetables! Giving 150 children a hot meal every day is no joke and so it’s great to have
fresh spinach, rocket, peas, carrots and onions produced by a new project called ‘Fresh Organics’. We are grateful
to Howard Stirrup and Marsha Sanders who set up their dream garden at Goedgedacht and to “Help the Rural
Child” shops in Cape Town for their support of this project.
Please remember that we have Open Days on the second Tuesday of each month – if you would like to join us for a
tour, a delicious lunch and a glass of the Riebeek Valley’s finest please contact Janet at 021 686 4297.
Thank you all so much for the encouragement and support you have given us this past year.

Anne Templeton, Trustee
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Snoepie, Darwin and Noenies from the
new Baby Unit seeing themselves
in a mirror for the first time.

The PATH OUT OF POVERTY Programme in Pictures

POP Highlights of the Past Year
Our new Baby Unit, built with
the help of Volunteers
Let’s start with our new Baby Unit.
The age of children taking their first
step onto the Path Out of Poverty
suddenly dropped to 4 months!

The new Baby Unit – a gift from Ikhayalami, Het
Maagdenhuis and Battery Technologies (Pty) Ltd.

It became impossible to ignore the
steady stream of ‘babies at risk’
and before you could say “Fairy
Godmother” a cheque arrived out
of the blue from Pauline Pryce and
we bought a small Wendy House.
Within months we needed both it
and a bigger structure.

Mandy, Carmen and Yvonne with their babies.

Andy Bolnick of Ikhayalami turned
up with a few workers and donated
a much larger, instant structure.
Then Brian Coombes of “Battery
Technologies” popped in and his
firm together with Het Maagden‐
huis in Holland brought the Baby
Unit to reality. We now have 12
little blessings receiving daily TLC.

Christine Alberts, an OT graduate student
from the University of Ottawa, working
in our new Baby Unit.

The Wendy house wasn’t thrown
away! We “recycled” it as a place
for Yvonne to look after the very
small babies.

Skilful physiotherapist Pam Handsford shows Mums, Dads
and staff how to develop little brains and bodies.
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WORK PREPAREDNESS

POP’s five day Easter holiday programme took as its theme:

is part of the Path Out of Poverty

The Servant Leader

We do everything we can to make sure our young‐
sters are equipped for work. Unemployment is
almost unheard of amongst graduates of the POP
programme. What a great bunch of young people
they have turned out to be!
This year our staff have worked on the concept of
the “Servant Leader” – teaching the importance of
giving back to the community. School holidays and
Saturdays have been times when POP youngsters
have done just that.
POP youth get down to cleaning the homes
of farm workers as an Easter Gift.

Every morning POP youth members
make 94 sets of sandwiches for school
children from the valley.

PREPARATION FOR LIFE STARTS EARLY:
Youngsters learning about computers.

Mums whose houses had been cleaned by the children
each got a Palm Cross and an ice cream! One lady said
she had never had an ice cream in her life!

All POP children learn to help those less fortunate than themselves.
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Rochelle serving soup: 175 young people on
the July holiday programme spent one day
making soup for hungry farm workers.

POP is on the move. Here are some pictures of our new Southern Cross POP youth centre
at Esterhof/Riebeek Kasteel. But that’s not all. We are buying a piece of land for a POP
youth centre at Riebeek West – it took many hours of hard work by our youth on several
Saturday mornings to get the new plot cleared.

New Building Projects

Then on to the small village of Algeria in the Cedarberg where in August POP staff and 25 of
our youth worked together with their young people to do an enumeration survey with a
plan for another POP youth group in mind. This weekend was funded by the West Coast
District Municipality.
Finally the community of Elandskloof near Citrusdal wanted to know more about POP so we
spent time with them in December and did an enumeration survey there too. Who knows,
we hope in time to work in all these communities!

Working in the Community

READY FOR ACTION – The new POP centre at Riebeek Kasteel
built by Kosie Mouton and his team. Grass has just been planted.

CONDUCTING
ENUMERATIONS
Members of POP’s Youth
Connected group visited
homes in Riebeek Kasteel to
gather facts about the com‐
munity.

… and spent a week of the Christmas holidays doing the same
at Elandskloof together with their young people.

POP youngsters clearing the land at Riebeek West in the hope that
we will find the money to buy it for our third POP youth centre.
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The Blue Crane
Climate Change Path
at Goedgedacht
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START
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By Easter 2010 we will have finished our Climate Change Path at Goedgedacht.
This path is being designed to introduce farmers to crops that will handle the
drying and heating up of this region. The walk will be schoolchildren friendly
too. They will learn why we need to live more responsibly in relation to the
beautiful planet that gives us life. There will be lots of interesting plants to look
at and information stops as you walk the walk and examples of renewable en‐
ergy processes to ponder over along the way.

Solar Lighting

We hope you will find the idea of a climate change path so intriguing that you
will want to visit us for a cup of tea, or bring a picnic and enjoy walking the path
with your family and friends.
As an incentive to come and visit us, we hope to be able to give a ‘spekboom’
plant to each person who walks the path, on condition that they plant it in their
gardens and in time give cuttings to neighbours and friends on condition that
they do the same. In that way we will start to bury carbon back into the soil
because the ‘spekboom’ is a great capturer of carbon from the atmosphere.

The 90x2030 Climate Change Project
The most urgent challenge facing humanity is reducing our impact on the environment. In March
this year 2500 scientists from 80 countries met in Copenhagen to warn politicians that if we do not
start reducing our carbon emissions dramatically within two years, we face consequences “that
will be very difficult for contemporary societies to cope with”. South Africans need to end the
growth of our carbon emissions by 2020 and decrease them dramatically by 2050. We say: let’s
cut emissions by radically changing the way we live, let’s aim for 90% lifestyle change by 2030.
This project challenges us to reduce carbon emissions by 90% by 2030.
Project 90 by 2030 was started in 2007. The purpose is to create a groundswell of individual and
collective action nationally to achieve the kind of major change required. By February 2008 we
began to register 90x2030 clubs in Cape Town, Gauteng and Kwa‐Zulu Natal. We now have almost
fifty clubs and the movement continues to grow. Our goal is to achieve a tipping point where col‐
lective action is visible. We want to see people reducing their carbon footprints at home and at
work. We are lobbying for policy change to get people to use public transport and become con‐
scious consumers who live sustainably. Visit www.90x2030.org.za for details, and inspiration!

Hot Boxes

Sustainability:

The hardest thing for development projects is to work in a way that
sustains that work for the future. WE CALL IT THE VIRTUOUS CIRCLE

How far have we got towards realising that virtuous circle?
Olive / Fig and
Pomegranate
Groves

There are now 11 000 olive trees and 20ha of suitable land left for the 10 000 we need to get 10 000 more children onto the Path Out
of Poverty. In addition we have 2ha of pomegranates and 3ha of figs —great crops for an area which is getting hotter and drier. We
also acquired, thanks to the generosity of Tim Jackson, a propagation tunnel and an olive tree nursery where Dawid Cloete with his
very green fingers is producing thousands of baby olive tree cuttings for our future use and for sale.

The Olive Factory

Thanks to Nick and Rowena Vrijland’s wonderful gift of olive washing and drying machinery we have this past year upgraded our
factory. This, together with Rowan Gordon’s valuable financial advice, has steered us towards processing more olives which we have
done this season under the eagle eye of olive maestro Andrew Max and his team. During the year we increased our products range
buying the recipes for six fruit‐infused vinegar dressings which are also now produced at Goedgedacht in the factory.

Goedgedacht
Trading (Pty) Ltd.

Thank you Jenny, Tim, Tony, Martin and Nick for your great support in guiding this fledgling company to a point where it is now pro‐
ducing an income for the Path Out of Poverty Programme. We still have a lot of work to do to get a steady income from the olives.
However the trees are maturing slowly and the number of trees producing olives increases every year.

Goedgedacht
Foods

Rob Templeton has moved from the farm to town and is responsible for
the branding, marketing and distribution of Goedgedacht’s products.
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We are grateful to the Ackerman Pick n Pay Family
Foundation for making him and Goedgedacht one of
the 198 emerging small farmers that they are offering
shelf space in their stores. Rob will be going to the
Anuga Food Fair in Cologne, Germany in October 2009
with a mandate to network and collect ideas and in‐
formation. At present Goedgedacht has a range of 10
products and we hope to have 12 by the end of the
year. Look out for Goedgedacht’s attractively designed
white labels when you are next in Pick n Pay and
please buy our products. The profits help us achieve
the virtuous circle and are ploughed back into our
community development work.

The Olive Shop at Goedgedacht

Jeanne and Carli in the Olive Shop, a
valuable outlet for the farm’s produce.

THE CONFERENCE/WORKSHOP CENTRE at Goedgedacht Farm
We are very proud of our conference centre team who have worked hard and successfully to bring in valuable
funds that now cover many of the Trust’s non project related costs, most important in our drive for sustainability.
We are very grateful to all the community organisations and spiritual, yoga, corporate and education groups that
regularly support the conference centre.
Each year we look for ways to make Goedgedacht an even more special place for visitors. Our growing popularity
as a weekend wedding venue made us look at what more we could offer. We are fortunate to have both a beauti‐
ful inter‐faith chapel and an attractive barn, but our wonderful wind free summers mean that many couples pre‐
fer outdoor functions. With this in mind our Goedgedacht architect Geoff George designed a light and unobtru‐
sive wrought iron trellis stoep for the front of the Barn (not attached to it as it is a heritage building) which gives
us this new option for receptions.
The Conference Centre team are always looking for new customers so please encourage any groups you know to
make use of our facilities – we offer peace and tranquility (in spite of the cock that insists on crowing at 3am!),
wonderful farm cooked meals, comfy rooms and restorative walks through the farm and on the mountain. The
price list can be found on the website.

The new wrought‐iron trellis offers a wonderful
open‐air space for receptions and functions.

All these initiatives work to produce funds for our Path Out of Poverty Programme and the Climate Change Projects.

Future Plans
Our future plans are clear. The two major areas of concern — Rural Youth and Climate Change — are, in
our minds, inextricably bound. They absolutely, definitely, are the future!! When today’s young people
are moving towards old age the climate will be impacting on them in ways that our generation can never
imagine. They need to be prepared. We hope that our projects, The Goedgedacht Forum for Social Re‐
flection, GOFA the Goedgedacht Olive Farmers’ Association, Project 90% x 2030 and Climate Change
Crops (3C’s) will all make a varied and valuable contribution to this huge challenge.
Some critics feel we are wasting our time on climate change issues, believing that it will never happen.
Our response is always: if the sceptics are correct and we choose to ignore them by taking climate change
seriously, what have we lost? Frankly, nothing. What we will have gained is a more widespread use of
renewable energy, a more sensitive approach to Mother Earth, less pollution of our rivers, seas and air —
all good things in themselves. If the sceptics are wrong and we do nothing? Then the predictions of what
will happen are too awful to contemplate.
Hundreds of spekboom trees have already been planted
on the farm. These trees can remove carbon from the
atmosphere and ‘fix’ it in the soil, out of harm’s way.

So Goedgedacht is taking climate seriously and doing all that we can to make the world, that our children
inherit, a better place.

Please join us in planning a sustainable future.
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Our Very Grateful Thanks
Our old friend Francis Wilson told us about this prayer, attributed to Adam Kok the old Griqua chief, who during
his lifetime had many skirmishes with the authorities. The gist of it goes, “Dear Lord, the situation is very seri‐
ous, please don’t send your son, come yourself!”
It often feels to us as if God truly comes himself with battalions of angels in the form of generous friends to help
us in our work at Goedgedacht.
We feel greatly blessed. I know how tiresome our appeal letters are and I don’t relish writing them particularly
as many of you are personal friends and I wouldn’t do so if the situation were not so dire. Your donations are
making a huge impact on the poverty in this region and thank you for responding so generously.
It is impossible to thank you all but this year a very big thank you goes to The Nelson Mandela Children’s Fund
who made it possible for us to build the Path Out of Poverty Programme to a point where we can now start
replicating it; and to Misereor, the German Development agency, friends since we started 17 years ago, who
have pledged to help us replicate POP in other areas over the next three years. We are inspired by their 50th
anniversary motto, “With Wrath and Tenderness at the Side of the Poor”.
The list of trusts, foundations, corporates and generous individuals who have helped us over the past year is
extensive. We thank you all and hope you know how much we appreciate your support. Some special friends
need mentioning: “Youth Connected” from Australia who visited the farm and later raised enough money to
build our amphitheatre; and friends like Philippe and Pilar Pringiers, Bas and Joe Kardol and Nick and Rowena
Vrijland whose visits have inspired us and urged us forward — thank you for your generosity.

Grow Peace, our UK registered charity,
sponsored a Christmas camp
for the “Little Stars”.

You are always welcome at Goedgedacht Farm! Remember Goedgedacht belongs to all of us. We are just the
stewards of this beautiful piece of our planet for a short time and then we hand it on to the next generation.
Please stay with us and help make it a vibrant, welcoming place where good things really happen for poor
people.
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Our beautiful new 600 seat amphitheatre, built with a generous donation
from “Youth Connected” (Australia) and stone from PPC Cement.

POP youngsters work with pupils from
King Edward VI School in Southampton, UK,
to renovate a farm cottage for a Safe House.

Goedgedacht Staff
Trustees
Mary Lack
John O’Leary
Anne Templeton
Graham Wilson

Co-Director
Co-Director
Trustee
Director Administration
Director Finance
Conference Centre Manager
Goedgedacht Trading
Farm Manager

Volunteers extraordinaire
Janet Perrott
Tony Sellmeyer
Jenny and Bill Elder
Pippa and Tony Smyth
Marsha Sanders and Howard Stirrup

Administration and Finance
Tim Jackson
Carli de Bruin

Marketing Manager (volunteer)
Administrative Assistant /
Receptionist
Theodora Robinson
Financial Assistant
Gerda Leeuwner Smith Bookkeeper
Juan Snyders
Driver
Paula Howse
Webmaster

Robert Templeton
Manager
Andrew Max
Olive Factory Manager
Baronese Cupido
Dawid Cloete
Nurseryman
Johnathan Fredericks

Path Out of Poverty (POP) Programme

Hilton Johnson
Japhta Nero
Andries Dirks
Jonathan Hookins (mechanic)

Fresh Organics (Vegetable gardens)
Deon van der Westhuizen
Joseph Ruiters
Christo Swart

Goedgedacht Forum for Social Reflection
Felicity Harrison
Desiré Jackson

Project 90 x 2030

Farm
Karools Wilskut

Farm Manager /
GOFA Project Leader

Climate Change Crops
Japhta Hendricks

Conference Centre Manager
Catering Manager
Hospitality Student in training
Cook

Project Leader

GOEDGEDACHT TRADING (Pty) Ltd.
Management Committee
Peter Templeton
Jenny Hall
Tim Jackson
Anthony Sellmeyer
Martin Warburg

Ingrid Lestrade
POP Outreach
Jeremy Maarman
Co-ordinator
Edlynne van der Westhuizen
Jaco Albertus
Community Worker

Crèche and Pre-school
Gerda Smith
Rachel Beukes
Carmen Amerika
Ntombi Twaku
Samantha Nero
Charlotte Amerika
Yvonne Koeberg
Desiree Combrink
Arend Jordaan

Principal
Teaching Assistant
Grade R Teacher
Teaching Assistant
Baby Unit Carer
Baby Unit Carer
Baby Unit Carer
Cook / Cleaner
Gardener / Maintenance

Educational Support and Youth Projects

Brenda Martin
Alistar Harris
Karen Flowers

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Conference Centre
Marieta Jooste
Rhoda Kleinsmith
Salome de Bruin
Karen Hendricks
Catharina Daniels
Johanna de Bruin
Ralie Douglas
Max Scholtz

Staff

Maintenance

Management Team
Peter Templeton
Ingrid Lestrade
Anne Templeton
Jeanne Thomas
Kerry Spooner
Marieta Jooste
Robert Templeton
Karools Wilskut

Leticia Johnson
Cherenese Waterboer
Maria Wilskut
Leonie Engelbrecht
Sanna Cloete
Sanna Pieters
Rozelle Karolus
Donna Jean Hendriks

Dawn Brown
Magdalene Isaacs
Niklaas Kok
Katriena Hendricks
Joniffer Nero

Teacher
Youth Leader
Youth Worker
Cook / Cleaner
Youth Worker

Sports Programme
Theodora Robinson

Sports Co-ordinator

Community Cycles Project
Dawid Amerika

Health Project
Marieta Jooste
Karen Hendricks

Health Project Manager/Nurse
Senior Home Based Carer

LOOP Educational Comic Project
Sue Power

Project Manager / Editor

11

SUPPORT THE WORK OF THE TRUST

Give The Gift of Life

Plant an Olive Tree

Financial Summary

for the year March 2008 to February 2009

Total Income (Rand)
less Expenditure
Administration (incl. Salaries, Depreciation, Repairs &
Maintenance, Insurance, Telephone, Vehicles etc.)
Conference Centre
OP‐POP Programmes (incl. Education, Pre‐School, Health, Youth,
Sport, Safe Houses, Bursaries and Community Outreach)
GOFA (Goedgedacht Olive Farmers’ Association)
Olive Peace Grove
Climate Change Crops
LOOP Rural Photo Comic
Deficit for the Year (Rand)

7,914,399
8,395,868
3,219,286
856,142
3,320,776
194,567
354,228
36,218
414,651
– 481,470

Useful Information About Goedgedacht
How to Contact Us

When it comes to giving a gift,
we have the perfect answer for you

A Goedgedacht

Olive Tree
For more information contact Jeanne Thomas at:
Goedgedacht Trust PO Box 458 Malmesbury 7299.
E-mail: jeannegoedgedacht@telkomsa.net
Phone: +27 (0) 22 482 4369 Fax: 086 655 5211
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Banking Details

The Goedgedacht Trust
P.O. Box 458 Malmesbury 7299
Tel. + 27 (0) 22 482 4369 or 022 482 1291
Fax Number : 086 655 5193
E‐Mail: goedgeda@iafrica.com
Web: http://www.goedgedacht.org.za

Account Name : The Goedgedacht Trust
Bank : The Standard Bank of South Africa
Branch : Mowbray
Branch Code : 02 49 09
SWIFT Code : SBZA ZA JJ
Account Number : 07 134 9278

Trust Registration Number: T965/93
Non‐Profit Organisation Number: 006/582
Public Benefit Organisation No. 930 001 106

Cameron and Prentice,
Postnet Suite 52, Private Bag 21
Howard Square 7450

Auditors

Goedgedacht has been rated as a
Level 4 Contributor (‘A’ Status)
in terms of B‐BBEE by
Empowerdex Rating Agency
Certificate E09C00054(A)
dd 1 July 2009

Our partner Grow Peace in Africa / Path Out of Poverty
is a project of Grow Peace, a charity
registered in the United Kingdom,
No. 1091687, 27 Lower Brook St,
Ipswich IP4 1AQ. Tel. 0044 1473 287437.
See www.pathoutofpoverty.org

